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GIVING UPDATESGIVING UPDATESGIVING UPDATESGIVING UPDATES    

The Outreach Team Outreach Team Outreach Team Outreach Team is continuing its 

successful program of Monthly Personal 

Items Collection. These essentials that 

food stamps do not cover will help 

needy families in our immediate vicinity, 

through Manna on Main Street 

(Lansdale) and Keystone 

Oppor tun i ty  Cen te r 

(Souderton).  Over 360 Over 360 Over 360 Over 360 

bath care items were bath care items were bath care items were bath care items were 

collected in May. collected in May. collected in May. collected in May. Thanks 

to all who contributed. In June: Baby In June: Baby In June: Baby In June: Baby 

Care Items Care Items Care Items Care Items (diapers in large sizes only, 

please).  May God bless all our faithful .  May God bless all our faithful .  May God bless all our faithful .  May God bless all our faithful 

givers!givers!givers!givers!    

WEBSITE  UPDATESWEBSITE  UPDATESWEBSITE  UPDATESWEBSITE  UPDATES 

Festival Information Festival Information Festival Information Festival Information (http://www.st-

philip.net/festival.html) and Newsletter Newsletter Newsletter Newsletter 

Archive Archive Archive Archive (http://www.st-philip.net/

bulletins.html). 

FELLOWSHIP COOKOUTSFELLOWSHIP COOKOUTSFELLOWSHIP COOKOUTSFELLOWSHIP COOKOUTS    

A new St. Philip’s summertime A new St. Philip’s summertime A new St. Philip’s summertime A new St. Philip’s summertime 
tradition! tradition! tradition! tradition! Once a month 
following Saturday Vespers. 
Join us June 9 - bring your own 

meat to grill, and a side dish to share. 
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TTTTHEHEHEHE     PPPPARISHARISHARISHARISH     PPPPRESSRESSRESSRESS     
St. Philip Orthodox Church 

BABY STEPS FOR JUNE :  AFTER EVENING PRAYERS ,  REVIEW THE DAY 

Sewing club 
Tuesdays, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Learn or teach, work on your own project or 
on projects for those in need. all welcome. 

 
Catechumens & Inquirers 

Tuesdays at 7 p.m., through June 12 
 

Spring Bible Study (1 John) 
Wednesdays following Akathist at 7 p.m. 

through June 13 
 

Pentecost Kneeling Vespers 
Sunday, June 3, 12:30 p.m. 

(No Wed/Fri fast the week after Pentecost) 
 

Fellowship Cookout 
Saturday, June 9, following Vespers 

 
Apostles Fast 
June 11-28 

 

Services for Sts Peter & Paul 
AT ST PAUL, EMMAUS 
Thursday, June 28 

Matins 6 p.m., Liturgy 7 p.m. 
 

Parish Life Conference 
July 4-8 

New Brunswick, NJ 
Visit www.stanthonysorthodox.org 

 
Services for Transfiguration 

Sunday, Aug 5 - Vespers 6 pm, Matins 7 pm 
Monday, Aug 6 - Divine Liturgy, 9 a.m. 

 

Vacation Church School 
August 6-10 

Mark Your Calendar:Mark Your Calendar:Mark Your Calendar:Mark Your Calendar:    

CHALLENGE FOR 2012CHALLENGE FOR 2012CHALLENGE FOR 2012CHALLENGE FOR 2012    

Celebrate the Great Feasts! Make these 

a special time for your family. 

A Message from FrA Message from FrA Message from FrA Message from Fr    NoahNoahNoahNoah    
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Glory to God! We are celebrating 
Pentecost, the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit.  

I'd like to invite you, as I invite myself, to a 
renewed vision of God's dwelling in His 
Creation in His Holy Spirit. We must see 
everything as an opportunity to meet God. 
Our beautiful church and choir, the 
vestments, the icons, and the faithful, 
indeed! Flowers and Trees, Birds and Bees, 
yes of course. But also rush-hour traffic, 
sales tax, and doing the dishes. Christ has 
come in the flesh and trampled down 
death by death, brought His flesh, just like 
ours, to Heaven, and then sent the Holy 
Spirit to lead us into all truth. We live in the 
continual joy of God's wise and self-
sacrificial providence. The Holy Prophet 
David said it well in Psalm 50/51: “Restore 
to me the joy of Thy salvation and 
strengthen me with Thy Guiding Spirit.” 

Therefore, I beg you to approach each 
challenge, each encounter, each 
temptation armed with a humble gratitude 
and a sense of duty to pay it forward! 

I hope and pray that you'll celebrate this 
marvelous feast of Pentecost in joy and 
peace and prosperity for many years! 

Grateful to be Your Servant in Christ, 

  + + + + Fr. NoahFr. NoahFr. NoahFr. Noah    
Sunday School Sunday School Sunday School Sunday School 

AttendanceAttendanceAttendanceAttendance    StarsStarsStarsStars    
Congratulations to Isabella Kaufmann, 
Asher Martin, James Martin, Kyle 
Kovalenko, Julian Bushelli, Joachim 
Bushelli, Elijah Smith, Jacob Smith, 
Ambrose Bushelli, Eyassu Tadesse, 
Sophia Bushelli, John Heveran, Ephrem 
Acker, Paul Heveran, Kevin Kovalenko, 
David Black, Gregory Black, Grace 
Heveran, Aidan Smith, James Fitzgerald, 
Nolan Henry, Jonathan Kyriakos, and 
Jacob Muzekari, who all had very good or 
good attendance at Sunday School this 
year. 
 Thanks to their parents for faithfully 
bringing them to church, and to all our 
Sunday School teachers for their love and 
dedication. 

Baby Steps to Holiness 
June - After evening prayers, 

review the day  

Our Lord said, “watch and pray” as He 
was going to His Life-Giving Passion
(Matthew 26:41). How can we practically 
do this? It's actually very easy! One 
aspect of this practical vigilance comes 
after our evening prayers. We remain 
standing before our icons for a few more 
moments to review the day. This means 
that we briefly reflect on each moment 
and either repent of our sins or thank 

God for our successes. For example, one 
might say mentally or under one’s 
breath, “God forgive me for raising my 
voice at so-and-so and help me to control 
myself tomorrow. Thank you for the 
healthy food my family has and my not 
overeating today.” If we do this faithfully, 
not only are we constantly returning to 
God with repentance and gratitude, but 
we will also learn to 
recognize the patterns in 
our behavior and will be 
able to, little by little, shift 
them towards God. 
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Ask AbounaAsk AbounaAsk AbounaAsk Abouna    
Previous Question: Why 
don’t we use musical 

instruments in church? 

Answer: Orthodoxy has many theological 
and historical reasons for this. First, while 
the Scriptures do give witness to musical 
instruments, most of these are not part of 
the typical weekly worship. Our worship 
developed out of Jewish synagogue worship 
which was simply chanted until about 100 
years ago. The Psalms that talk about the 
harp, and other musical instruments being 
used to praise God, don’t necessarily mean 
in the liturgical worship. A humorous 
example of this is Psalm 148, which 
mentions the following as praising the Lord: 
dragons, fire, hail, snow, ice, stormy wind, 
mountains, hill, fruitful trees, cedars, wild 
animals, cattle, creeping things and flying 
birds. All of these are beautiful and 
certainly suited to praise their creator, but 
in the wilderness or in a zoo, not in God’s 

house.  

St. Augustine of Hippo describes the 
worship in 4th Century Alexandria: “Musical 
instruments were not used. The pipe, 
tabret, and harp here associate so 
intimately with the sensual heathen cults, 
as well as with the wild revelries and 
shameless performances of the degenerate 
theater and circus, it is easy to understand 
the prejudices against their use in the 

worship.”  

Secondly, our theology of worship is that 
it is Word-centered and not sensual. If 
instruments are used, they become not only 
a distraction from the words about the 
Word, but they can also arouse emotions 

that are not suited for communal 
worship. The human voice is the 
most beautiful instrument, a 
word-centered instrument, and 
the one God has directed the 

church to use in the services.  

Do Orthodox use instruments to worship 
God? Yes and amen. But not in church. 
Eastern Europe has seen the flowering of 
many beautiful and God-worthy spiritual 
songs that were written for voice as well as 
melodic and harmonic instruments, but 
these are used in public festivals, parades 
and processions, or family celebrations. 
Look at the following video for a great 
example of Orthodox non-liturgical “praise 
music”: http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=iuczNQonTXQ 

While we do praise the Lord in all ways 
possible, the witness of scripture, history, 
and theology point to only a capella singing 

in church.   
  

New Question: Why are we having a food 
festival, I mean, you know, since we've 

never done this before ? 

Did You Know?Did You Know?Did You Know?Did You Know?    
• Iwan & Lida Hulik Iwan & Lida Hulik Iwan & Lida Hulik Iwan & Lida Hulik recently celebrated their 
65th wedding anniversary with prayers 
and a feast.  MANY YEARS! 

• Cranford CoulterCranford CoulterCranford CoulterCranford Coulter, for his work through 
The King’s Jubilee The King’s Jubilee The King’s Jubilee The King’s Jubilee and cooperation with 
other ministries, was recognized by the 
Philadelphia chapter of Communaute Communaute Communaute Communaute 
Positive, Positive, Positive, Positive, a world-wide humanitarian 
organization,    for his continuous support 
and commitment to the community.   

• Michael, Marcia, & Alex Ibrahim Michael, Marcia, & Alex Ibrahim Michael, Marcia, & Alex Ibrahim Michael, Marcia, & Alex Ibrahim recently 
traveled to Australia to visit daughter & 
sister Lisa and her family.  Welcome back! 

• Angie & Daniela DrAngie & Daniela DrAngie & Daniela DrAngie & Daniela Drăghici ghici ghici ghici recently traveled 
to Sweden & Romania to pick up a car and 
to visit family. It’s good to have you 
home! 

• Greg DrGreg DrGreg DrGreg Drăghici ghici ghici ghici is now stationed in 
Jacksonville, Florida, and will soon be 
shipping out on the USS Klakring for a 6-
month tour.  May God keep him safe. 

• Marissa Kemperman Marissa Kemperman Marissa Kemperman Marissa Kemperman received the 
Academic Excellence Award at her school, 
for achieving high honors every quarter for 
the past three years (7th, 8th and 9th 
grades). Congratulations! 

• Please check the beautiful website of our 
daughter church, Saint Andrew Mission Saint Andrew Mission Saint Andrew Mission Saint Andrew Mission of 
Lewes, Delaware, and note the progress on 
t h e i r  n ew  c h u r c h  bu i l d i n g :  
www.orthodoxdelmar.org. 

Wisdom Wisdom Wisdom Wisdom     
On Doing Things Your Own Way On Doing Things Your Own Way On Doing Things Your Own Way On Doing Things Your Own Way  

Nothing is more pitiful, nothing more 

disastrous than to be one’s own spiritual 

director. We need assistance; we need 

guidance in addition to God’s Grace.  

 ~ St. Dorotheos of Gaza 

The greatest egoist is he who follows his 

thoughts, and does not ask anyone for 

guidance and direction --- leading himself to 

destruction. Someone may be extremely 
smart and very astute; but if he is willful, self- 

confident and selfish, he is also constantly 

tormented. He becomes very confused, and 

many problems are created for him. In order 

to find his way, he must open his heart to a 

Spiritual Father and humbly ask for his help.  

 ~ Elder Paisios of the Holy Mountain  

Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many 

advisers they succeed.  

 ~ Prophet Solomon, Proverbs 15:22 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
OUR HIGH SCHOOL 

GRADUATES! 
Otari Bagaturia graduated from Bucks 
Academy. Otari and his brother, Lasha, 
continue to work with their band, Moon Line, 
and intend to pursue a course of study in 
music. 

Kevin Burke is graduating 
from Souderton Area High 
School, having received two music 
awards. He received several music and 
academic scholarships, and will attend 
Lebanon Valley College with a double major 
in Music Education and Music Recording 
Technology.  

Katie Carpenter is graduating from 
Moorestown High School in 
Moorestown, NJ, with highest 
honors. She will attend the Schreyer 
Honors College at Penn State, 
where she will be majoring in Vocal 
Performance and likely Music 

Education as well. 

Anna Gambashidze graduated from George 
Washington High School in 2011 and has been 
attending Community College of 
Philadelphia, studying Children’s Psychology. 

Kassandra Habib is graduating from North 
Penn High School in Lansdale, and will enroll 
in the Pre-Med program at Drexel University 
in Philadelphia on full 4-year scholarship. 

Elizabeth Kelly is graduating Cum Laude 
from Springside Chestnut Hill Academy, 
Philadelphia. She will attend Barnard College 
in New York City, majoring in International 
Relations. 

James Metelow is graduating 
from Pennridge High School in 
Perkasie, and will attend Bucks 
County Community College, 
where he has already taken 
several classes, transferring later to pursue a 
Bachelor’s in Chemistry. 

Robert Mitchell is graduating from Central 
Bucks High School in Doylestown, and will 
attend Penn State (Main Campus), majoring 
in Mechanical Engineering. 

Katina Psomiadis is graduating from 
Pennridge High School in Perkasie 
with distinguished honors. She is a 
member of the National Honor 
Society and achieved All State 
Principal Flutist and National First 

Flute. She will attend Duquesne University, 
The Mary Pappert School of Music, in 
Pittsburgh, pursuing a Flute Performance 
major.  

Luke Tillger is graduating from North 
Penn High School in Lansdale, and will 
attend West Chester University, in the 
General Biology department. 

    PARISH MINISTRY NEEDSPARISH MINISTRY NEEDSPARISH MINISTRY NEEDSPARISH MINISTRY NEEDS    

♦ Prosphora (Holy Bread) Bakers  

♦ New singers for the Choir 

♦ Communion Wine (Maneschewitz 
Concord Red) 

♦ Coffee Hour Sponsors 

♦ Festival Volunteers 

♦ Bring someone to Church 


